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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 1210 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, SGEN, TH 

SUBJECT: MONKS CHALLENGE THE BUDDHIST HIERARCHY 
REF: BANGKOK 846 

1. THE LATEST MONKS RALLY (REF) HAS COME TO AN END. THE 
FIVE MONKS WHO HAD GONE ON A HUNGER STRIKE ARE NOW EATING 
AGAIN. THE SUPREME PATRIARCH PROMISED THEM JANUARY 17 
THAT HE WILL COMPLETE CONSIDERATION OF THE REINSTATEMENT 
OF MONKHOOK AND ECCLESIASTICAL RANKS TO PHRA PIMONTHAM 
AND PHRA SATANASOPHON BEFORE FEBRUARY 5. HE PROMISED 
JUSTICE AS THE PROTESTING MONKS DEMANDED, BUT ASKED FOR 
MORE TIME POINTING OUT THAT "...THE CASE MUST BE WORKED 
OUT IN ACCORDANCE WITH BUDDHIST PRINCIPLES AND ETHICS TO 
RETAIN THE PRESTIGE OF THAI MONKS." 

2. COMMENT: THE ECCLESIASTICAL COUNCIL FINALLY APPEARS AS 
THOUGH IT WILL ACT TO RESTORE THE TWO MONKS' RANKS. THE 
DILEMMA IS THAT IF IT DOES SO, PHRA PIMONTHAM AND COMPANY 
WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO FORCE REFORMS ON THE CONSERVATIVE 
HIERARCHY. IF IT DECIDES AGAINST REINSTATEMENT THE PROTESTING 
MONKS WILL BE BACK IN GREATER NUMBERS THAT EVER BEFORE. WE 
LOOK FOR CONTINUED TURBULENCE IN BUDDHIST RANKS, WHATEVER 
THE DECISION. 
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